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Confession and Absolution

538 Praise Be to Christ
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1 Praise be to Christ in whom we see The im - age of the
2 Praise be to Him whose sov-’reign sway And will up-holds cre-
3 Praise be to Him who, Lord Most High, The full-ness of the
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Fa - ther shown, The first-born Son re - vealed and known, The truth and

a - tion’s plan, Who is, be-fore all worlds be - gan And when our
God-head shares; And yet our hu-man na - ture bears, Who came as
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grace of

de - i - ty;

Through whom cre - a - tion came to birth,

world has passed a - way: Lord

of the Church, its

life and head,

man to bleed and die. And from His cross there flows our peace
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Whose fin - gers set the stars in place, The wun-seen pow’rs, and
Re - demp-tion’s price and source and theme, A - live, the first - born
Who chose for us the path He trod, That so might sins and
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this small earth, The fur - thest bounds of time and space.
from the dead, To reign as all - in - all su - preme.
sor - rows cease And all be rec - on - ciled to God.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: Johann Stérls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart

Text: ©

1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338

Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



[P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,

and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm

Psalm 65:9—13; antiphon: v. 5
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°You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;

the river of God is full of | water;*
you provide their grain,

for so you have pre- | pared it.

10Y ou water its furrows abundantly,
settling its | ridges,*

softening it with showers,

and bless- | ing its growth.

Y ou crown the year with your | bounty;*

your wagon tracks overflow with a- | bundance.

12The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,*
the hills gird them- | selves with joy,



Bthe meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,*
they shout and sing together | for joy.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
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3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10-13

10<For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, !'so
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. '*For you
shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break
forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. *Instead of the thorn shall
come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for
the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 8:12—-17

12S0 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. *For if
you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *For you did not
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” ®The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, '"and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be - lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

IThat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the
beach. *And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. *And as
he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. *Other seeds
fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since
they had no depth of soil, ®but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no
root, they withered away. 'Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. "He who has ears, let him hear. . . . '3“Hear then the parable of the sower: ”When anyone
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 2°As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,
?lyet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. *?As for what was sown among



thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 2*As for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit



584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing
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1 Faith and truth and life be - stow -ing, O - pen now the
2 May the Spir-it’s pow’r un - ceas - ing Bring to life the
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Scrip - tures, Lord, Seed to life e - ter - nal sow - ing,
hid - den grain, Dai - ly in our hearts in - creas - ing,
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Scat - tered on the wind a - broad. Let not hearts, Your
Bear - ing fruit that  shall re - main. So in  Scrip - ture,
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Word re - ceiv-ing, Like a bar-ren field be found, Choked with
song, and sto - ry, Sav - ior, may Your voice be heard. Till our
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thorns and un - be - liev - ing,
eyes be -hold Your glo - ry

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338
Tune: Public domain

Sermon “The Word We Have to Share”
Matthew 13:18-23

Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.
Give us

ears to hear Your Word.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Mo




Prayer of Thanksgiving
[P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.
Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us
in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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Q) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0) Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit

Distribution
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634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord
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1 The death of Je - sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - e -
2 He blot-ted out with  His own blood The judg - ment
3 That this for - ev - er true shall be He gives a
4 His Word pro - claims and we be - lieve That in  this
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brate with one ac - cord; It is our com - fort
that a - gainst us  stood; For us He full a -
sol - emn guar - an - tee: In this His ho - Iy
Sup - per we re - ceive His ver - y bod - vy,
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - 1ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love SO sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.

5 We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery

And trust this word where life begins:

“Given and shed for all your sins.”

6 They who this word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—

May we this warning keep in mind!

7 But blest is each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain

With all who here His grace obtain.

8 Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.

Text (sts. 1-4, 6-8): Haquin Spegel, 1645-1714; (sts. 1-4, 6-8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841-1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite

Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . .
Text and tune: Public domain

. Melodien, 1742



628 Your Table | Approach
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Your ta - ble I ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.

Lord, I con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;

Search not how this takes place,  This won-drous mys - ter - y;

1
2
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
4
o
o

N

QL

I 1

’ | | ) | | ' ' | | |

=== ” | | e e E—
Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta-ble, Lord, In blest re - al - i - ty.
God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain



540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate
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1 Christ, the Word of God in - car - nate, Lord and Son of

2 Christ, the liv - ing bread from heav - en, Food for bod -y,

3 Christ, the shoot that springs tri - um - phant From the stump of

4 Christ, our good and faith - ful shep - herd, Watch - ing all Your
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A - bra-ham; Christ, the ra-diance of  the Fa - ther,
food for soul; Christ, the man - na dai - ly giv - en,
Jes - se’s tree; Christ, true vine, You nur - ture branch - es
lambs and sheep; Christ, the gate that guards the sheep - fold,

4 | Il 1 i | Il i

V 4N | | | |

G —— ] =
Per - fect God, the great [ AM; Christ, the light, You
Nour - ish, strength-en, make wus whole. Feed wus with the
To bear fruit a - bun - dant - ly. Graft us in - to
Nev - er - fail - ing vig - il keep. When we stray, Good
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shine un - van-quished, Light and life You bring to all; Light our
food of heav - en, Fore-taste of the feast to be; Quench our
You, O Sav - ior; Prune ourhearts so we re - main Fruit - ful
Shep-herd, seek us, Find wus, lift us, bear us home; Lamb of
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path with Your

thirst with liv -
branch-es in
God, our shep -

(verses 5 and 6 on next page)

own pres - ence,
ing wa - ter
Your vine - yard
herd, keep us;

Grant us grace to heed Your call.
Spring-ing up e - ter - nal - ly.

Till e - ter - nal life we gain.
Let us hear Your voice a - lone.



5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.
A6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega,
Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection,
Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration
And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit
And to You eternally.

Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338
Tune: Public domain

725 Children of the Heavenly Father
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1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly

2 God His own doth tend and nour - 1ish; In His

3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the

4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - 1y courts they flour-ish. From all e - wvil things He
Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - wuge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - y arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve them  pure and ho - ly.
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

Tune: Lofs8nger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden
Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain
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part in heav’n - ly peace, For | have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to  the
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gl - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
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A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -
For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el

sound - ing

Post-Communion Collect
P} Let us pray.

Through all

e - ter - ni - ty

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 212



Benediction

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.

577 Alngighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al - might - y God, Your Word is cast Like
2 Let not the sly sa - tan - ic foe This
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares The
4 So when  the pre - cious seed is sown, Life -
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seed in - to the  ground; Now let the dew of
ho - ly seed re - move, But give it root in
ris - ing plant de - stroy, But let it yield a
giv - ing grace be - stow That all whose souls the
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heav’n de - scend And  righ - teous fruits a - bound.
ev - heart To bring forth fruits of love.
hun - dred - fold The  fruits of peace and joy.
truth re - ceive Its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London
Text and tune: Public domain
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