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Confession and Absolution 
 

635 O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Spanish or Latin American, 20th cent.; tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: H. León 
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 131; antiphon: v. 2 

 
1O LORD, my heart is not lifted up; 

 my eyes are not | raised too high;* 

I do not occupy myself with things 

 too great and too marvel- | ous for me. 

 
2But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 

 like a weaned child with its | mother;* 

 like a weaned child is my soul with- | in me. 

 

3O Israel, hope | in the LORD* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

           and to the Holy | Spirit; 

         as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

           is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the example of 

Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and 

with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

  



Old Testament Exodus 24:3–11 
 3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And 

all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we 

will do.” 4And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and 

built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 

sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in 

basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant 

and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will 

do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, 

“Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all 

these words.” 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel 

went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of 

sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief 

men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  
 
The Third Commandment and Meaning LSB 321 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

  

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold 

it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

 
Second Reading Hebrews 13:1–17 
 1Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though 

in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4Let marriage 

be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 

sexually immoral and adulterous. 5Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with 

what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6So we can confidently 

say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” 7Remember your leaders, 

those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate 

their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9Do not be led away by 

diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by 

foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10We have an altar from which those 

who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought 

into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12So 

Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 
13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14For here we 



have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15Through him then let us continually 

offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16Do 

not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 

who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that 

would be of no advantage to you. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  



Holy Gospel Luke 21:14–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 14Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, 15for I will 

give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or 

contradict. 16You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, 

and some of you they will put to death. 17You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 18But not 

a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your lives. 20“But when you 

see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 21Then let 

those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and 

let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all 

that is written. 23Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in 

those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 
 



629 What Is This Bread 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. 

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 

His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us 

in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  



Sermon          “Holy Communion” 
                        1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

Are you ready to meet God?  Generally, when someone talks about meeting God, or 

meeting their maker, this is a euphemism for dying.  When we speak this way, it implies that 

God is far off from us, and that it is only when we go to the judgment that we meet God. 

This is a scary thought.  After all, if we first meet God at the judgment, then we are in big 

trouble.  If we first come to God when He is evaluating our lives to see if we have lived up to 

His perfect standards, then we will find only condemnation. 

But what if God would come to us, not in judgment, but in grace?  What if God would 

come to us to give us His love and mercy?  He did just that when Jesus walked this earth.  But 

what about now? 

Christians often talk about taking our sins and guilt to the cross.  But there is a problem 

with this – we can’t get there!  We don’t have any sort of time machine to go back to Jesus’ 

ministry.  We can’t transport ourselves to be with Jesus.  So, we need Him to come to us.  This 

is exactly what Jesus does in Holy Communion. 

This is, along with the sermon, one of the two high points in the service.  In preparation 

for this, we continue the dialog with God.  This part of the dialog contains two main parts. First, 

we speak to God in the Lord’s Prayer and then He answers us in the Words of Institution.  You 

might notice that as we near the climax of the service, we are using Jesus’ words for all of this. 

So, why do we use the Lord’s Prayer, and why do we use it here?  First, we need to 

understand that this is not Law; it is not a requirement.  We can pray in our own words.  

However, the Church has tended to use Jesus’ prayer at this point. 

Why?  Because it is both a model and the perfect prayer.  When Jesus’ disciples asked 

Him to teach them how to pray, He gave them this prayer.  The Lord’s Prayer therefore is a 

model for how we should pray and the things that we should ask God for in prayer.   

Since this is the prayer that Jesus gave us, we also know that it is a perfect prayer.  All 

too often in prayer, our own selfishness comes in.  We tend to tell God what to do, rather than 

just ask.  We find ourselves with a laundry list of things that can sound like demands.  We also, 

to be honest, all too often ask for things that we don’t really need and may not be the best for 



us.  Think of that old Janice Joplin song, where she sang “Oh Lord, won't you buy me a 

Mercedes Benz.” 

To avoid this, and to make sure that we are praying for what we should pray for, we can 

use the Lord’s Prayer.   

At this point of the service, we are focusing more and more on Jesus and His Words.  It is 

not about us, but Jesus coming to us.  So, we use even His words as the prayer. 

Then comes, immediately, the answer in the form of the Words of Institution.  There are 

some options to add a few other elements in, but I prefer the more ancient practice of getting 

right to the Words of Institution.  Here, we are hearing what Jesus said and did to create the 

Lord’s Supper. 

There is a little more of a challenge than you might think in coming up with the Words of 

Institution.  The reason is that the Lord’s Supper is contained in four places in the Bible.  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke include Jesus institution of the Lord’s Supper in their Gospels.  

Interestingly, John does not.  My guess is that John assumed we already had it in the other 

Gospels. 

The last place is our text from 1 Cor 11.  The way Paul introduces this gives it some 

gravitas, as he says, “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you.”  This is not 

something new, but what has been passed down to Paul and through him to us. 

The problem regarding the Words of Institution is that each of the four accounts contains 

slightly different wording and therefore different nuances.  So, Matthew and Mark both recount 

how Jesus said of the bread: “This is my body.”  Paul adds to this, “This is my body, which is 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  And Luke adds one more aspect to this: “This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In much the same way, regarding the Cup, Mark records Jesus saying, “This is my blood 

of the covenant, which is poured out for many.”  To this, Matthew adds, “this is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  Luke’s account says that 

Jesus said: “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”  With Paul 

recounting essentially the same thing as Luke. 

So, which of these do you choose?  To come as close as possible to what Jesus said, we 

use a harmony of them.  We want to get it all the words and nuances that we can.  Here the 



focus is on Jesus and His Words, so we want to get it right.  The whole focus should be on Jesus 

and His Words. 

Christians of different traditions have widely different interpretations of what is 

happening in the Lord’s Supper.  Many Protestants say that this is just a memorial meal, after 

all, Jesus does tell us to “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Calvinists say that believers, and 

only believers, spiritually ascend into heaven and communion with Jesus.  Roman Catholics say 

that the priest turns the bread and wine into Jesus’ body and blood and offers them anew to God 

in an unbloody sacrifice. 

How do we know what is the right understanding?  As always, we should go back to the 

Bible.  So, what does Jesus say that this is? 

He clearly says: “Take eat, this is my body,” and “this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins.”  We simply take Jesus at His Word.  We 

should never try to explain His Words away.  Likewise, since the Bible doesn’t tell us how it 

happens, we don’t try to explain how this happens.   

We should trust.  This is an act of faith.  With this, we need to remember that God’s 

Word is powerful and He does things by speaking His Word.  In the beginning, God spoke and 

everything came into being.  Jesus said to people that others were healed, and they were.  Jesus 

called to the very dead Lazarus to come out, and he walked out of his tomb, alive.  When Jesus 

says something, it happens.  So, we should trust that if Jesus says that His body and blood are 

here, they are here.   

Furthermore, in 1 Cor 11, Paul warns us about sinning against the Sacrament.  He says 

“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 

guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.”  To do this unworthily is to sin against 

Jesus’ very body and blood, and Paul even warns that some have become sick and died from 

misusing it.  This again shows that Jesus’ body and blood are really here, because we cannot be 

guilty of sinning against something that isn’t really here. 

When we look at the Sacrament, it is important that we not only look at what Jesus says it 

is, but what He says that it does.  What does Jesus say about this?  He says: “Take eat, this is 

my body, which is given for you,” and then of the cup, “Drink of it, all of you, this is my blood 

of the new covenant which is shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins.”  This is not a threat, but 



a promise.  He says that these are given “for you.”  He likewise connects this directly with “the 

forgiveness of sins.” 

In other words, this is for you – a gift to be received through faith.  And this gift is for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Jesus is coming, in His body and blood, not in judgment, but in grace and 

mercy.  How do we receive this worthily, and thereby not sin against Christ’s body and blood?  

We do so in the same way we otherwise receive His gifts: by faith.  We simply believe Jesus’ 

words and trust that He has the power to do exactly what He says. 

Here is the answer to how we come to Jesus to get forgiveness.  We cannot go to Calvary.  

That was almost 2000 years ago on the other side of the world.  We cannot ascend to heaven to 

be in Jesus’ presence.  We need Him to come to us.  And He does.  He comes to us!  He comes, 

hiding His glory, hiding His very body and blood in bread and wine.  But, as sure as His Word 

is true, He comes.   

He comes to bring forgiveness.  He comes to take away our guilt, yet again.  He comes, 

because He says that He comes. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for 

your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

  



In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



628 Your Table I Approach 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(verses 5-8 on next page)  



5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 

Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

    On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003338 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

862 Oh, Blest the House (Hymn of the Week) 

 

 

 
Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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